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Progress on single cell isolation methods and instruments

Huang Caihong"?, Yi Dingrong', Jin Fujiang', Ye Yiqing'
(1.College of Mechanical Engineering and Automation, Huaqiao University, Xiamen 361021, China;
2.College of Information Science and Engineering, Huaqiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: How to isolate the pure cell samples with certain characteristics from complex heterogeneous and numerous cells is a difficult
problem. It perplexes researchers in life science and clinical pathology for a long time. The methods for effectively isolating pure,
undamaged, and high-specific cells have significant influences on the explanation of life process, the study of pathological mechanism,
the determination of treatment plan, and the analysis of drug efficacy. In this study, the research progress of single cell isolation methods
and instrument is reviewed and summarized. Fluorescent activated cell sorting, microfluidics, laser microdissection and micromanipulator
are emphasized. Firstly, for the cell isolation methods, the working principle and the corresponding theoretical models are presented.
Secondly, the cell isolation instrument, the structural feature, research progress and main performance parameters are analyzed. Finally,
the advantages and limitations of various single cell isolation methods are discussed. Meanwhile, the trend of single cell isolation methods
is prospected.
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activated cell sorting ( FACS)



545

VORI 45 : B2 o3 8 05 ik B A AR St 143

3) Bl Ak FACS A= iRt

937 b4 4 i U =X 4 i AL/ FACS 77 i Fh 2R AR £
FHE A 2] A .BD ., Beckman Coulter . Partec . Accuri
Cytometers , Guava , Union Biometrica , ABI | Amnis & H
B A T3 R My R A\ g2 26 B A Becton
Dickinson ( BD) /A &) , Beckman Coulter 2% &) Fl {8 [ A
Partec 2y ), FACS 7= 5 E 5 43 R P 25 . i PR B A0 ALk
Bl PRI A S 2 O Y RGEI E , A sh LR
e BRAE TR By e i T i PR LI 3K s BB A 1Y

FRUZ PR R PR IC 2 B K R 2R ABLOL &% TR
TR 20 i 53 6 B R B AR AL stk b & T RHOE
PR F j R, A< SC{X LA BD F1 Beckman Coulter 2 ™ i 5L
e RS AR AL 7= & D 1, AN 1 Ffrzs , FACS CAlibur
I FACS Aris W23507%0 BD 2wl i R B AR B 7= b
Navios il MoFlo Astrios EQ 4354 Beckman Coulter 2\ Fl
I R AL FIRL A B 7 i, PR T 7 i 1 BB A MR RE S K
& LA T i FACS 77 4R A5, DA SR DA% 33 45 I i 52
B,

R 1 #84 FACS =Rl SH
Table 1 The performance parameters of some FACS products

. BD | BD' Beckman} Beckman @ﬂm
(FACS CAlibur) (FACS Aria 1I) Coulter( Navios) (MoFlo Astrios EQ)
o XL 6 WG ik =k 7 Woknr ik
7t 4 18 4, 10 4 49 AR 25
b b N i 0.2~100 pwm 0.2~100 pwm =0.4 pm 0.2~30 um
SR 10 000 4HfiL/s 70 000 4iifif/s 25 000 4t/ s >100 000 4 fitl/s
Fipinud) s =300 1~/ 50 000 1~/ 10 000 ~/s >70 000 4 ffl/s
Sy et =98% >98% >99% >99%
DA P ER >90% >90% >90% >90%
Rawf <5% PR <5% R <5% R <5% 1525

2.2 Wik R EBIRIE

TR A — B FEOR RO UK B R, X
FRH S B 9256 2 ( Lab-on-a-Chip ) 030 #2508 A 3
P N 08 B 9 = e N U i WS P N IO E (2
HR A 5 1 P B0 55 A= b e M O6E S [m) B 248 B R R AT
25 IO TR 38 T | R IR 1DA RT X S U A 4y
PERGEMAZ O HUB” o IO A 4335 WT LA 43 Sy PR R
3, e shY . Fsh A A REASN
BTG 0K 73 1 A0 N Bk B0 0 S ORS00 D B e %
o S H ) B AL TR o3 AN R A A M, AR
TIUAER, © &4 1 K& T 540 M 53 B A Ak 2R
R/ SR L EEs™, RECAA TS
ASTRL Y T 20 40 G 4o 28 R Ak 2L A A0 AR iR % (R 3T
AR Bl 2 G T A A B A D 3R R T SO AR B A AT
SRBWER T IZ B e BT LA, T I 3 a5 A 20 LA ¢
PHISABEAY TN T AR 2

1) SR I A AR

TR DAL 2 — T v 3 et BP0 A R R OR il
HHAE A B RURE b B RRAE BT B Ok T A b AT 4 i
%o MR/ TR S PERT DORS B4 i, X Ay
T B P RPN TR VA ) T Ak 7 A B 43 B Tl A 7K B
T, HOUT O B L E ok

(1) VR L A A S B A 7Y

LAY R AR G5 MR AR T W AR O . R
B ZHER S, X T A BOM N S AR A, AT R 4R Y
SRR

av, av,

. + iy =0 (4)
APV V RS X, Y 5 bR gy, 2(4)
/2SR N1 A 27 3 NI R VA 1 KR R AR [T N B AN
T AR R Z 25 F o, MNRIRRFSFE, RSN
e R 44 0 YRR AN T R 4 g 4 - e e i
FE(N-S HHE) .

ou wﬁp_l(azuﬁzu)

u—+v = 5 )
ox dy Odx Re\dx™ dy (5)
o w p 1 (v v

u—+v—+ —=— 2+ 2
ox dy Odx Re\dox™ dy

i 2 %ug—’; HFESIBRIE ; Re WAL,

TR AR 5 LT 1) T S AN IRV W it , SRR AR
WM R A, AR R b AT BOR S P
PR EO , B R P R 5 L TR 23 B B A T
SRS HDRAR  FRIESAN , WLBIF W BRSSO
PR B P T TR R K B0 W S T B S A R



144 O % 2 i

a1k

LR, AR LA R R A SRR
TSR D b IE R A

V,on=V,-n' (6)
A VIR AR KA, T AR d” M e 50 s o1
HIORVR AR R S AR b e R S 41 1) 5181 ) LA
i,

DY) Kb R L g 22 1 252 1), I L S O R 252 A
Z[6] A5 i) B 73 22 P TR R4S s T P14

o, t=0, -t (7)

T, n-T,-n" =-vk (8)
SUofr, ¢ BB BT, = pd + o, F AR
“sT R d” Be JEERST p, MARXERL T o (1T
sl T SRR  y RAEK Tk = R, + R, S
Ky 2 £5 R, MR, MR FE AR

IR AR R T R R A 4 Bl R
71 Kt 1 F 7 O B FAl A 1 3 i e L) A A
T30 R HAW TG B A0 i 5 W AT O, 45 5 (A K (15
PSRRI Z ) MR8 B, (1 SRk 1 Z 1)
FIERVEL Re (IR F7 SR S 2 L) |, e S AE g T A
BRI JURTIE AR, HR 2 O BT, 4 1 i
FE A Py BS 0T LAE i 70 B B AR Ca RBAE .

%
ca=7’7 (9)

Ty AV S SR ARG R 3 R 5y S /K ST
MRS, BEE Ca (XN, AR SPIRSBOE SO
B H T T AR

TER MK ) i AL BB HARAE T, W Je Wy 2
T DR ST 114 32 IR S A 388 4 17 S 11 1 22 3K 8l 1, 7 3 i
UL, S WrBRg 19 2R /N5 73 TBORH 0328 22 AH B8 0 3 LE
B TERGEIY Ca WRIETR, YRCTH B W RN R 52
SYPIE] (FERGTEARETT ), B0 A WG 7 ) %) e 2 /8 T8¢
FEARAE T 22, 7 LR AR RO S 3N Ca YR IR
PO, XU L AR AR, B, TEMESTIRAET , W
TR 2 FORG o T2 A U A TP Y R AR ZR 9 Rayleigh-
Plateau AR EPES R,

(2) SCmAA R 7 A

S AE TR A SRR P 5 s A7 A W 7™ A, (H AT 7 AR
WO Pt W os B LT R+ 24T & e Rk 1y, 3
A b 5 UL A da 268 A0 6 14 07 2 AR A O A4 i 1
19U AR & Ta] 160 0 sl (8 K AR, Herp (FE R 2%
T ) ZKAH B 4 25 BB A KGR . RIS i R 2 A i
A IURPER AT B AR A AR 7T LA LU 35 100 kHz 1)
PRGSO 3 ) ROT Y Ul TR . b, 25 2 Fir
FHAFAE A B3 GRR 7E 10~ 100 pom Z 1] ) | 35 463 15
BT RIS R BRI DLIEA T IFATAL R T A
A H WU AR AL 4G T JE 5k it 31 58 £ 0[] [a] U 3h 45

Fy A T K T SR L AR E , fn v IR H Sk slon
TIEA% K, SR, B U] TR AR 1) JRE A 45 AR Jir 312 A [7)
4 FE R[] 1] 388 2l (8 AN TR VA Ui A =2 ] 7 A v, e —
AL 19 43 5 A 55— A6 L 7% B A . TR O
PRIy 43 TBORH (T BSUIRC T P A A% ) OB o d A% T 1l e 252 A
(/N PRI ) O A RIS T 46 1 ) 3R T B L 7
RZ BN OC T, 1 40 24 4 F g 7K P 3R — s ik 4R e
(polydimethylsiloxane, PDMS ) 18 18 A3/ 7K AR, KA 43
A, SV R B S T RE (1 KR | R ARG AL, EA I 1
SR -4 ) B 0% 200 B 1 B TR T, UL E R Y
JE N T AN 3 B R, AR T R A A, B
200 Y B 2 A VR P, VAR v ) 20 L 2 A
ANYIEPARAN AT o PR R T 9 3 40 B b T SR A i S
i IR . © TR T LR 7 ik s iR A~ B, 431
T LR RS T 2 5 10 43 2R A 5 Y e
AR R B A R Y kAR RO

TRl AL A P00 i ik R 8 A AR 22 SOk [ 34-35 1 4
B BEPESCHR 35 ] T K AR i S AL R Bk, dn ] 4 i
ZOIEI BURE R 13 R WAL (S Ed L RS SR AT N A =
it ) A5 R A TG G AR A T L, AnTEl 4 (a) FToRGE
kT AR A5y sCFE ALK VR Hh S B AN i e
Pl 4(b) FT7m , 384 43 S 8 45 ) S 30 VR0 1Y) Dt R I8 14
B OSBRI HE SR X AT 38 5 H S T
BN o, IR 4 () BN, SRl ad Wi A
S Tl A T A A8 A O 43 I 200 YR 81 X8 i
HAE TS A 4 (d) IR

T S LT VORE  HEKH

(b) W ©A% (@

(b)deceleration (c)classification (d)output
B4 BEPI RO A A0 IR R A LR G SR B

Fig.4 Schematic diagram of a microfluidic single-cell droplet

e

(a)encapsulation

generation system

2) H AL B4 B A v
UTAEN , O A8 T Ht 1A e B v B A B R AR 1) K
RS RN Y AR U T 1 2R Spegls el



545

VORI 45 : B2 o3 8 05 ik B A AR St 145

AR g RO AS S s, 43 AR T
K 57

2 H REENE
C————

# 4 PDMS fi&
(b) Ju%
(b) Optic

iﬁ?ﬁiﬁ\ﬁ%aﬁ% o]

(a)f B
(a) Microvalve

EREND

(c) FRIK (d) P

L1

Lof 2] |
(e) B (GEz<iN
(e) Magnetophoretic (f) Microwell

K5 HABROA T
Fig.5 Other microfluidic methods

(1) Jedksh 2 —R i, e 5 (a) s, il i
PR 45 ) P 3 A SR U B0 2 R 2 2R AR, 7E W 2 22 )
TR AT AT, 244 3 1ok 2 2 it in . 7 Bk 8 B AR T -
R IR ShiE B AT b, AP sZ i sh . M,
2 s il 2 A TR st o A X AN B R B R B2
BT ST, 26 [ Fluidigm 28 73 FX
—FARFLE T —FF A C1 B A 3hiH 5 2R 40 R0 B
B A sh I RS, 7T —IR A 3458 96 P74, B
B R GEE g B 1 2 K2 MF S LA 540 i

BN AHE5E
(2) Vi A Bl i) 2e——150 0 T, ISR RO A2 3 T 7

HELE S T B Ty R S R AR AR TR R/ AE
ARBVAMEAY 7% o XA VR0 A T DAL 200 0 v B
AMEFE AN, O B8 W EHOER R R, IR
A RGBT i T AR, SCHR 44 ] 7625 A9 SO
PRIEE P, B T 380, e RSO 5 S ) 5 0 B0 A
FHABURE , DT 52 Wi JORE 3 8, ot 25475 10 ek 8L e
B8/ N B2 6 2R T PN R H SO ) 40 A R A T
s,

(3) A, I BhA S0 55 - Bl A U A B
1] RAGE PO SR b T 40 R R R M A 3
SPRARR WO AT LU AR A, 5 80 22 5 R BOL

SEHCE, DTS 20 A 9 5 6 TR (RIS, 4 B R T A B N
20 B | 3 5l e e B AR R R Y R R e IR K
SPPESE 240 B ) e KB A% B T Bk R AR . R Ot
HeE E T T R R AN Ay s R S (b))
FR

(4) HLTK, A HL HL UK 3842 53 2975 ((dielectrophoresis,
DEP) iy It B2 A FHAE L 37, AN [) 26 Y 1) 40 i ey 3 AN [+
B PR, 32 3 07 ] R/INASTR] 894 H 7, DT 8 39K 5l
) AN TR ) 7 o) G B, LAS 3043 B 4 ) H i, 4081 5. (e)
iR o DEP J5 155 1 T 4 53 525 2 56 1 448 L %) P 3 Jo
PR 22 5, T HAS T SR 2 TR R S VEAR AR ), T kA 7
FMbRiC, DEP MYz 3l 2Bk T 4 i R (HA 6 57
BB R R A T A S
el

(5) A0, P HRAE 00 B L SR AR OR8]
Rl it Jin 75 3, (8 PR A JH b AR 52 275 FR A AT
FRS ) 2 AR 3B 2 ) I R B T Y s R AL
B SRHFSIEEA , nIRIER T R % 5 o] R 46t
ERRTRISE B A 1 TR RS SRR R B B R Y AN 52
| CEpNGOE A E T AN RS VAR o A I S €SN
2 L DA 3B H ) 3 B )N B 4 i DA T — ] i
Fh, A 5 (d) s

(6) WEME Sy HE . WG BRI H8 38 2o 1 FH 7K W 4R sl
MRS, M ATRE S A B & &% 7, i
2T 4L 5 i 3 2 FH e P W R T A Il AT R AR ic, 48
T —BOR W — R R T ARG 05 . kL g
R e BT AT R RE 7 h Bi , DRIG AR 8 485 4 1Y
KL /INFIE T 9 R 3 i X 8 &2 FRE A TT LA oy
KBNARFEAMEE b, Shields 297 ¥ & T —Ah 3 4
BELZH W RV R AR &, i 5 (e) T, P&
P (b 7 5 A M 0V T e A S L BRI S
TR DLAR$E fih 7 AP X e T, SRS 5 2 R
FFREPERRIC A0 B 55 R bR 1 40 L 53 B, Sl 20 i 4 IR
85% Al . a4 3 MREHRAL & — AN GlAL Y 2 ) 5]
WIPERES T 7 A ARG R T 3 3R B A0 ok Ay
h B,

(7) AL AL I 0 20 M Al 4R 1% o) — ok 3 ol 245
¥, ANE 5 (F) B o X Fh 2 3 3 I T 2 Jf Fn i fL Y
JGFUCRL . YL Y B 1 3T SRS 20 L 1Y) AR B, 24
4 2 R A g | — S e 38— A L A SR 48 L 7T
DIBEAAR , Ho 200 2 7 Y A T R 3 1 4 i 25 D0
VE T RIFHEAAL . AL B TR 2 88 TR BT, Tl 25
FEAE IR, BN A0 2 B AR A AR Lin Y i T —
FpoRLFL 2 5, 38 2 R R /NG LR A B A 4R 5 R )
AT P P40 L 2 % 3 FH T B0 3 R ) R BAL R ok
SEER AL A B AR 2 3



146 RO O B4k
R 2 PR ARG T A BRSBTS S S SR
x2 ETARIEREMBRES EEEILE
Table 2 Performance comparison of microfluidic methods based on different working principles
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Table 3 Characteristics of the typical laser

microdissection system
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Fig.6  Schematic diagram of Zeiss laser microdissection
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Table 4 The advantages and drawbacks of the single

cell isolation method
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