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Microfluidic sensors and systems for detecting heavy
metal ions in liquid samples
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(1. School of Mechanical Engineering, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116086, China; 2. Key Laboratory for
Micro/Nano Technology and System of Liaoning Province, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116086, China)

Abstract:One of the main contributors to water pollution is heavy metal ions, which is dangerous for both human health and the
environment even in tiny amounts. Heavy metal ions have been discovered to be biomarkers for several diseases and pathological
situations in bodily fluids like sweat and serum. Therefore, in ecological environmental supervision and precision medicine, the quick
and accurate detection of heavy metal ions plays a critical early warning role. This article firstly compares the widely used detection
methods at present and then summarizes the heavy metal ion sensors developed based on MEMS technology, which can be divided into
UV-visible spectrophotometry, colorimetry, fluorescence detection, luminescent chemistry, electrochemical method, and cantilever beam
detection method according to the detection principle. Based on the aforementioned detection methods, the present portable instruments
and systems developed are summarized, and the development trend and application prospect of heavy metal ion detection sensors and
systems.
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UV-Vis =5 B2 28 R0 0 052 A0 5 3 W0 A A VR
WA A - R e A 2 — AP AT B (O a FLE i R — 3
STARHUR A TR, WO S T O R o i TR R
B JEEBE B AE B DR b e B ' 2 VA TRUZ Y
W B RT DA A R A 5 i, A - bR 8 R Gk
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AP A IWOGEE; 1, I ASOGER B 1 38 5 s B
ke R EE SR W ZR 0 5 ¢ AW o A R JR R B 5 L R 2
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Karakuzu 26 JF & T —Fh T A K 09 2248, %
FHEOCZIR 56 T PDMS SO #5651, I e i
[ 25 —SH A1, Kl i [5] i v ARFAE AR AuNPs , 1
") AuNPs [R] A H 9 -SH B REAI 454, 3 1 5 AuNPs
B SGR | T LATRIEE 3RS As™ (MR . Geibler 251 i
YET /N 3 2 8 mm J& PMMA MEHE B GOR A,
W TE 160 pm, %& 300 pm, JHF RKIRIK A Fe I 5E , il Jif
YERI A~ 1.9 nmol/L ~20 wmol/L, RN 1.9 nmol/L,
Milani 25 BFl—F0FH T 7K Hh Fe™ 1 Mn™ A6 0 64 il 30
WA OBEEAIETE 600 wm, TR 300 pm, JEHHL B 100
mm , FFRE A fe /N FE AN 50 L, >R FH 8k (3-(2-
MEBERL)-5,6- A48 H-1,2 4-= 1) Bl 2 Fe®* |, 7F 562 nm
AR SERE e R T R B 2 A0 s PAN (1-( 2-NHBE (D) -
2-ZEMY ) VEIAE Mn®*, 7E 560 nm 200G i KM i 41 8,
®“EY,

1.2 k&%

L €835 1) J R T 4 R e Ak ) A
AR B AR B 7 A I AR Ak % R AR AL
O] DA RPN, n] st e A, B R RS
SIS TRy S, SCBG JE B T  RE SE E R B
BERIBIESE R T HEIE T S0 5 LA AR Bl BRI AR
ARSI S

Ulloa-Gomez %% JF & 1 —Ff 82 1 HE (592 T e Ak 2
6 3 AR RS AN AT 1 () BT, H ik ML He™
LHIERIN 0. 5~20 pe/L KRR 5 pe/L, B Pt
30 d(fEik 94. 95% BIfF S IR ) , AL AL MG 1 Ry
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XUE R, v DL 2 B e R PR B R UE A% 2% s
BOUEREPE . Shariati 25" 38 i f HEFh B S BE ) T
1B 1 4 4 K - 2% T o 8 €239, O L e B
TE K~ 7K B ZE (0 38 T8 P, 1V i — R R AR ] 239 ) 40K
S S R WE 1(b) B, M&A He RS B
TR Bz il € % () 2B AR Ak RSSO s ek
WeBE VU B M 0,025 ~2.0 wmol/L, # H1FR 7 15 nmol/L,

(Ps-AgNPs-ssDNA-BSA) (Ps-AgNPs-ssDNA-BSA) 2.0
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(a) Simultaneous colorimetric and electrochemical detection biosensor!®!
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(c) Dual gel electro membrane extraction microfluidic paper-based chips!®”!
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Heavy metal ion microfluidic chip based on the colorimetric method
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Tabani 25" BHFi T —Fh BUEE i A 55 4K B2 A B 45 4K
BT B WA 1 (c) FrzR, w] SE 8 R i s 7K A G i
Cr'* K HBRAT18 2.0 #1 3.0 ng/mL, Zhang %5 iff i
H— Bl T 120 A b ) AR S S T A5 IR A FE AN ST
BK RO, RS UTE ) Al DL 4 A v 2 5 RE R
IEAR FIE R 2, B T AT B U SR iR ik
AAS T[RRI 43 8 0 1 mg/L fY Fe* Ni** il Cu™ il
oK, AR AA R0 — 2 1(d) Fos,

y=0.261 7x+0.847 4
R*=0.986
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(b) Paper-based microfluidic chip!®”!
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(d) AAS and paper-based assays!®®!

PAG IS T Cu® BB DA | fofoim 28 e S >R
SU-8 6 ZI e il 4 B H 5, B W Ok BE R e
(polydimethylsiloxane, PDMS) HES3A5 , A% B K PR
A 0. 34 nmol/L, Wang LTV BIE ) — o = 4 4R RE O
FEIRERS TSR e B PR R ) Cu™  Cd™  PH™ Al Hg™ DY Fif
HEEE T, 1T B GMEG A, Sutariya %7
BT i B S AR O IR Ot BT I — IR
AR AL IR, AT Tl /K P i As™ BN Br™™ i & i, 4G
SRR3R 11,5 F1 11, 25 mol/L, t4h, Sutariya 257 [F]
T & T 2E 4 & R 5 98— G BOR 7 B 1 54T
FERAZIEAT i A 2Bl AL 2T 4 2 I B 4% 3 AL 8 8% opr , %)
Mn*" (Cr*" Fl F~ B9 1 BR 43 530 7T 35 11,4 F1 19 nmol/L,
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Peng %7 R Fl PDMS HOLZIFARBINE TR 5 A, L
40 mL/min BYU R 1] 065 7 TE A G646 4 70 A28 3 [ HH 25
BUR B Cr* B8 76 532 nm F 8 RE 38 0% D 7% 22 Wil
P, AT RN LML 0~ 10. 0 nmol/L, K5 1} FR
470. 094 nmol/L, T, %A B\ Peng 4517 & i —Fp 2
WA AR Hg™ B GIRF, IF R R S s
(FE 2) AT R, R TS R 0~ 70 pmol/L, 46 3 By
0.031 wmol/L,
A —

PR —— \ \ :*ﬁ
-

P

B2 5 LIF # A EL AT R I i e i
Fig.2 Schematic illustration of the microfluidic device with

on-line fluorescent derivatization and detection coupled to LIF™
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b2 RCIE W T 53 WIS B A — 1> RE IR AT 3]
F—A RPN IR HOELR (B G, fh 2 A6 A 25 v A
Y BE Ak & ' i B R 2Rk E 1 06 Rl i AL RS
I 2 s R, vl DA 5 A 0 5 i

Sun 457 VAR AL R A R SCERAT RS TR
HIVEA BRI 3 i, 1% A% s LAY 12 A TR 70 4 Sy 3K 3
1, R U KO EEN & Ph> R PETE A 2 ~200 pe/L,
Nogami LU T — R A 2 A A8 XURGE TE A 4 A4
AL A FEROR S A S A A 1,10 FER i it
AALE L TE T 4 e T AL VE TR P e Al &
HEG, Cu™ R PEVE RN 7. 5% 107 ~ 1. 0x 107 mol/L,
K BR A 7. 5% 107 mol/L, I FLIZ Iy ¥ X1l [ 2K
Cu” W JE I A RL, Lyu 25177 R B G20 FE 32 1 inh
WITIEHIE T BAT = 285 B s om0 i, JF 4
HZ SRR R0, s 35 5t TR =g s, xf
FIRARFN A Al Fe™ AR ] /N 3 min, Z8PE 5
$0.06~2.79 mg/L, Kzl B4 0. 017 mg/L, %55
HENEEL R R A B,
1.5 BFERNE

Gl el RPN iR R (B K (e R e 3 L (B
{5 S B o3 AL 055 S i 5 i R,
N TTTFRAS B I 2 53 B FE AT R o IR S AR B R ] =1
WARZ 2 i TAE B (working electrode, WE) .2 LU H,

PN A AR T 4R B RN BRI LR S R G 89
o—0 BVacET
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Fig.3 Diagram of the fabrication process of SD-wPADs!™

% ( reference electrode, RE) B HLH ( counter electrode,
CE) 4L, 7e it e 55 i, T4 s AR A5 85 000 5 9 1 )
IV I3 e A v A A e i LA S SR (A
Ui FLBE A ) SR P e B 2 R] g R G &R AT DUR S A
Y B AR AN 4 R, H AR H A S R J 2 Y
DX AT 53 Sy 2 B ARG | FLASE ARG | BELTEAG 257

e HA 2P A SRS (AR 3 B AR R T
AR AL AT H, 1% 28 R 38 A T 252 1 | DR 0kt P A B Y
WO A AR R T A R T, B2
BRI ST 7 A2 T ) o A8 A 38 i S g AR 22 3 | T AR A
LT 948 S ) AT R DA A0 60 D ) G D00 Bl R B 45 908 B
R (cyclic voltammetry, CV) . 5 I Kk W IR % ( square
wave voltammetry, SWV ) F1 22 43 ik #p {1k % ( differential
pulse voltammetry, DPV) %,
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Fig. 4  Electrochemistry workstation three electrode system

Guo %5 FF R T — 3 A A L o P o A3t o
TCRRHILES R, R P s TR 41 45 G AL 7 A I Cu™
LROZHTTI ISR T 5 7 AR 85 AR R B0
TR TR AR o0 M 25 SRS U SN M R 22 45 )
SR AR ST BR BT A A IS R RO R T
1. 66 1% KU BR 42 T 4. 84 1%, Chu 4&15 $2 HSOGAT
ENSR IS, Tl & OG5 5 0 SR 4 B i, X ¢d™ i
Ph* 9 K6t R 43 51 24 0.914 F1 0.916 pg/L, Bagheri
2R FH 22 W BRI AR B A A B bR, ) 4 T AR LA
FK R, RIS WE 2 10 SR FH AN K S A&, I AG TV
FORZ A Cu™, K DPV FARK IR 15 3 we/L,
Wu %5 b A i pH S AK R T H 7 | F R A
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Cu™ MR B 1) H Ak 2R AL RS, SR R B8 T2 ) P 4
SR AR A BB NS0 43 B 2 EA T DAL JE ok e 20 B R
TEAZIRAR F B ] 48 SU-8 S ZI e 4 2 )2, 36T SWV R
A% Cu® BYRIIELE 280 mV , kML FE N 0~0. 6 mg/L,
K R A 2,33 pe/L, 4040 95 461 76wk S E g 5t
250 nm JERY 4, TR ML Dl i 7 S5 I T A AR
FE 10 pm 14 5 4 PR AR PR 57 | G 3% 1T R 98 R JEE O FH 43
ok i AR 5 AR e i, SE I T SR R AR B A R
fift 6 FhE 4 Ja 25 A ASAS I

A FIRZ 1, 22 FEBH L ( electrochemical impedance
spectroscopy , EIS) £ty FEl 5 5 , 7f H. o] DL SE SRR A
FrIBR . Mahfoud 45"*" Fi A6 i 4 40 14 B8 K6 U PL>" |
EIS W5 T i i e 4R P 6 i BR A 1077 mol/L,
RAETEEN 107 ~107° mol/L, Gan 255 I 7 fifg fit ms g —
Heg™ —fifa s e ( T-Hg™ —T) B o7 A, B T —Ffkz i
FHZK Y He™ 19 & 9K A% R 1% A%, R 6 20 FNE i
T T e A& AL A TR DURY SioN, 1 A4 2% )2, He™
LIRS 0. 1 nmol/L~1 pmol/L, #; HFR A 40 pmol/L,
Ali 2517 ] 26 RO K — 38 ik 4 e 2% R i S X Cd AN
P 84T T W03, 20 5 € 107 ~ 107 mol/L Al 107* ~
1077 mol/L ¥ BEYE I N HAT RAFIIZR X R
1.6 BBERAKNE

R LS T oA [ E I, o5 — i oA ) H
W L FR Az B AR < R S 2 A — g M, B AN
AR WY A He BEL R iR A 4 A8 Ak R XA
FRAT DAL SR A A

Ballen 45 5T R[] Z (4> T W IR K il Mk A1 58
IR B0/ IRE WS TR TR LGk B Y g ik
i FH TR R | T 38 K sa 9, AR A% Ik A i AN 4k
FFPE 30 K, Xu %™ L2F &R [ 41256 %5 F &
MR IS X K IV R Cu™ B 2 O 3 e
N7 R S R TR T Cu® i & AR A AR IR A S
TFRA 107" mol/L, HABBHES 4 Ni** [ Zn* [ Pb** Cd*"
Ca® (K"l Na" X} Cu™ [0 0 25 B 2 I 5% . Rotake
G S LAY AT SRR S T X 4 A
B R A AR A T O i TR RN R T R
FE B AR R O SO 422 52 30 - &, AT 2P e e Fn 4% 2
SRHRINE Mn® KBRSy 6. 05 pm/L, FH A 28 i 24
—fE e — H R U 2 Heg AT IK = 2.43 pm/mL, Rigo
SRR T B K A W A R AR S B, T
K AR (B VR VR VR LR AR ARSI 3 o H R
7 i s ) A A it o VAR B, 75 B A I R FRAE AN s 2, it A
2 2B PR RX B3 T T e il R PR 2R AR 12k o Sl 1T s
15 KHI30 K,

5 B RGN AR W A RS A T A A v 42 ) g
Fig.5 The detection of metal ions in a liquid medium
using the cantilever nanobiosensor functionalized

with an alkaline phosphatase enzyme'**’
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F IR SO ARG ) 5 R A R D B RO, R
TR F G0 T B T LUK B A i T R R
HE SRR DR BRSSO B T RO A
T3 5 AT B CHEA TR A BT AL AT

Ali S5 BT REIRE R IR T B T T As™
K-, R X 206218 AR $l 4 T PDMS G5
P AT S BAG S FBLAE 0. 1~ 3.0 mol/L, 46 R
0.077 67 pg/L, Geibler %' FF & 1) F BB F 53 HT {4
T HORA AR 3 H o, 4 B FE R
KR Pt AT I AR AT E 1 min 247,
BAATFEL S min  ZRGEA RMTEE ) A0S, W
FEIZE nmol/L #| pmol/L, Xf Fe* & M FR 24 1.9 nmol/L,
Milani %5 FF & T —Fh il FHAM G RE R BAER  i%AHr ik
£t PMMA LRI eI G382 \LED 4T 21
FL It AT — A3 72 BRI A b5 i I B s R AL, Fe™ 1)
KEMIFR A 27 nmol/L A K 2. 1% (n=20) , Mn K BR
4 28 nmol/L KGR 2.4% (n=19) ,
2.2 bEEZRIABNES RS

etk B T AR WLZE LA SN, 38 1T A28 i FALE Ll
BGHLIABE IR R 5 AT O R, 8 R B 55 A8 A
(ELERCHRE , X0 B -k B 114 2 B AT

T R TR R RGN REFL, A DGR RS
REARERSRE S ), 30 3 B M2 | 1 g X X 2 ¥k 2
HEREHEE XA R - Cu™ R 2P 5 T 0~ 20 mg/d L,
Shalvi 251 31 T —Fp F R0 T8 4, SCILAL ZURE )
FUKAE A As™ A5 PR RN 2 A, 505 o & 7 vk Lo 3%
JEI B UFAREEME (r=0.98) . Gan %' [{ FHF A 5L
TRBFIN ARG W 6 Ui, 7T LIFE 10 min R
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AR BT AL, ST X Cd> i E AR, B
e PR AN R AR B R 2~ 20 g/, K BR
M 1,12 we/L, Zhao %1 3@ i 5 il B fCFLARORT —
A TFRFHEEEER, FHTF /K PH> A AL AAGI A6 0 2%
43514 30 Fil 89 pe/L, — 3 BRI RR v 5 & 2R ie
TR 26

R ®
e .

v L e -
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Fig. 6 Detection process of smartphone based the
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colorimetric reader system[ .

2.3 ETIOLEERNNNES RS
LU AT R G R A Jo34) Ry U AR 3 2o R )
RGB FIWrREE . MHGRN ) 2R 5o id i 2 MG AL
RN , P35 o B E’JEH%E#IJ%&%%‘ZMQO
Chen 25"V B TR BEFHLF & T — 3 H TKFEH
He™ MR R 55, 1% R GG BEFAL ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂéﬁ&%ﬂ%@?
2Lk PEYE B M 0.001 ~ 100 pg/mL, K Y BR N
0.5 ng/mL, SZBR KL I E B W 100. 1% ~ 111% ,
A FRAEIR 22 K 3. 88% ~9. 74% , A& M B[] 1 min 2245 .
Maruthupandi %' R4 T — Rl & (6 5 Y64 90 K 1 7%, 8
B e o0 7 A 2 1 2o 7 WO o 2 v A I A O
BAE R Ot % GE, ¥ USB B 4F 5 8 BE F ML 322 A,
UV-LED 2400, G i 2 G T O A5 L 42 (' 7) L OF
AERIBEITE App $E4532] T RGB-G Bt fi, He™ Kl
ARV LR 0. 25~4. 5 pmol/L,
USBE:

B

Y
VE
AUV

Wo---- LED

4 cm

: TG-CuNCs
e il 2

1.2 cm

2cm

7 ST AR 28 5 1 7 2 e )

Fig.7 Schematic representation of the paper-based kit"
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2.4 EBEFERUFRMERNHNUBERS

KA ZFRGIN 5 5 A6 ) F SR AR 2 I 52 2¢ Sk JiE
AR R e b2 ) o )k e R S A O B AR 1
DR I 7E F A A HEAG I 28 48 b TE 250G IR AR e, OGN 2R
SN gy /N

Halawa %1% il £ 7 38 24 W& %e i ( PVP) Al
(L) O B 4 0 KR T ( AuNPs ) | 1 & K T8 A 3L
2 R N RE, 6 Kt i I sh e S o B n &1 8
F)?/T FHRCE VEST AR EL 200. 0 WL AS R ¥ BE Al K30 %543

W, SR G TEAIE 8%, AR5 TR K i i Ak &

ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ% ,JFAE 450 nm AbFEAT TN, X He™ i 46 14 75
[l 0. 5~2 000 nmol/L, &I FR 7 0. 1 nmol/L, 72 4 12 55 [
AR Gk FH 7K 10 nmol/L 34 A5 #E {H 25 5K . Mishra
AU T — R B A RO A A A AN R
AL P )RR AL B2 1 S5 oy 7= A 14 506 , T
MATLAB F1 RGB AT 40 #r , LIRS i R i o 9 23 A
YIHR RE T LT W90 2K RN B AP KRR v R A A R
JEMSE

1A

“ wl
AL,

og i [)/s

K8 fKil 5 PVP-12@ AuNPs S R4
Fig. 8 A diagrammatic chart to illustrate the generation
of intense CL peaks upon the reaction of luminol

with PVP-12@ AuNPs''®!
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PR3k ra A 2K 2R G T B L 5 B R A ELAT
BERELR , REOR R O R R E RS kA
i FL PR Fh S T R AL R R R e e B v Ol
G5 KU RE HSH 5 BT WE, Jitiin [# 2 HAR
SERHEEME S M CE 55 WE 4 5[] % b s s i . 1%
05 % PRI g e LAY Ak TR, 45 B2 ik
AR R G 5HEAH I & HEsh TR i /N Ak
AL

Yang %" WF5E 0] L IERER WA 9 (a) BT, T
R HE B cu™, I & Fh e 4 8 T LR FH R
A8 BRI 705 I OB o2 B fL AL 2 A&l 9(b) iR, 1% &
iR CV Fi A MG F D 500~2 500 pe/L, K HBR N
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396 pg/L, RECE N 2.3 nA- (ug/L) ", Li & T
DPV F AR T —F0 F T Bk I 3 4 ) 251 i A%
FBE WA 7S FAR Al 2= A B I AR A, 1
R AL S AAAE S 1 H N2 30 L ATRAARE i, g ]
DA AT AL 2 G I, Zhao 25 JF & T —#K0
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